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Social Events
2013

Following the success of last year’s
Quiz Night and the Fireworks &
Bonfire night, the club is hoping to
organise a Social Event at the Club at 
least one Friday most months next
year, in addition to other planned
events. Set up so far are:

Friday 25 January
Acoustic Night A chance for budding
musicians from the club to perform in
a relaxed atmosphere. Full-time
treasurer and part-time tool-hirer and 
musician, Rodger Webb, will be
performing with Free Beer
Unplugged. Anyone else wanting to
perform, speak to Rodger.
Friday 15 February
Quiz Night After last year’s extremely 
successful event, the quiz night
returns to Draycote. Make up a team
– from specific fleets, families, groups 
of friends, work colleagues etc.
Friday 22 March
Cheese & Wine
April (date tbc)
Talk from Rob Andrews who ran the
sailing event at the Olympics 
Friday 10 May
Supper & Horse Racing Betting
Saturday 18 May
Club Open Day
Friday 21 June 
Interfleets Games Evenings
Sunday 23 June
Interfleet Championships
Dates/events subject to change. Check
the website for latest info.
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Isn’t there a Law of Nature against this? A visiting Moth flies around the
Draycote Dash course. Moths are currently the fastest growing fleet at the club.

Boxing Day 
Pursuit Race 
Datum 1130

New Year’s Day
Pursuit Race
Datum 1330

GREAT TURNOUT FOR DASH
A field of 97 boats, 17 of them from
Draycote, saw a great start to the
5-event Sailjuice series in November,
despite forecasts of forbidding weather 
conditions. 

Saturday’s Draycote Dash opened
with four back-to-back races in
gloomy and cold conditions, while
Sunday gave way to sunshine and
superb winds, gusting up to 20 knots. 

The 100-minute pursuit on Sunday
was closely contested, with a laser 4.7
holding the lead for some time, before

being overtaken by Merlins and
Scorpions, before a 505 finally won
the day. Overall winner was Peter
Nelson in a RS 600.

With seven different classes
finishing in the top 10, this was an
excellent advertisement for how
exciting pursuit racing can be.

Visitors all said how much they
enjoyed coming to Draycote and our
facilities. The success of the Dash
maintains our reputation as one of the
best sailing venues in the country.

See the online version on the
website to follow links and view 
extra pages, including a novel
way of extending your winter
sailing season by keeping your

hands nice and warm!

http://www.draycotewater.co.uk
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Note from the Commodore
Half full or half empty? It’s hard to believe that this
time last year the lake levels were only 50%,
currently we have a level of 95.6% and STW will fill 
it to 98%. Following our wet summer, STW hope to
maintain the lake over the next year to at least 80%
capacity.

Membership is currently 552 members and this
decline needs to be addressed. There is a new
sub-committee that is tasked with Marketing and

Communications with a major emphasis on new memberships for 2013-2014. 
To be a part of this new sub-committee you do not have to be a full committee 
member; if you feel you can help in any way, please contact Jeremy Atkins.

With my half full glasses on, membership decline and weather aside, 2012
has been a good year for the club. We secured £50K of Sport England
funding for future clubhouse improvements. The clubhouse environment has
been improved with up-dated decor and a new dedicated training room. We
have finally secured a direct debit bank facility which will assist with
attracting new members and retention of existing members in 2013. Dave
Rowe, the DWSC training manager, posted a training profit in the two
months of his new tenure and signed up 12 new members after completing
training courses.

Following completion of the training room, the RYA have booked
powerboat and sailing instructor courses for 2013 and we will be hosting the
West Zone RYA Junior Championships in September 2013. 

Bonfire night was a great success and the event will be repeated in 2013.
We have hosted some great sailing events in 2012 and DWSC exposure as a
premier sailing facility has been enhanced. The success of the Olympics this
year has also promoted our sport although the long-term impact will not be
known for a number of years.

We have had plans produced for the future development of the club which
will be carried out in phases over a number of years. Subject to planning and
landlord approval the next phase in the spring will be the refurbishment of
the men’s changing rooms and the creation of a large wet training room and
associated works to the bosuns store on the ground floor. Plans will be
available to view on the website when they are finalised. 

We are parting company amicably with our current caterers at the end of
December. House Committee are in negotiation with new caterers that will
hopefully serve the clubs needs more effectively. – Phillip Hunt
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Marketing &
Communications

The General Committee are setting
up a new group with the
responsibility for the club’s
marketing & communications – to
both existing and new members.

If anyone has any interest in
helping or expertise in this area,
please get in touch with Jeremy
Atkins.

It would really help with
communication to members if more 
people registered to receive the
club e-mails – you can do this on
the home page of the website –
scroll down to the bottom. 

It would also help if those who
are registered read the e-mails!
Apparently 40% of these are not
read. This may be due to spam
filters etc which you may like to
adjust to allow you to receive
e-mails from, or add these
addresses to your address
book/contacts:
draycotewater=googlemail.com@
mail54.us1.mcsv.net and
draycotewater@googlemail.com.
– Jeremy Atkins
Jeremy@bjatkins.demon.co.uk

News from
The Sail Committee

With the new Committee elected, a
new Sail Committee has been
formed to look after the
on-the-water activities of the Club.

While some key aspects (like the 
amount of water) are outside our
control, we are keen to ensure that
the on-the-water activities are
meeting the needs of our members.

With this in mind, two working
parties have been set up – one to
look at the format of club racing
(led by Will Whittaker), the other
to do a similar job for open
meetings (led by Jeremy Atkins).

A few rumours have circulated
about the former, but there is no
hidden agenda – the working party
is simply aiming to review what we
are doing and see if it can be
improved to meet members’ needs
better. The working party is formed 
by representatives from each fleet
and will also be consulting
members.
– Richard Botting
Rear Commodore Sail

Interfleet Championships
2013

Sunday 23 June

TRAINING BROUGHT BACK IN-HOUSE
The sail training at Draycote is back in 
house with the appointment of Dave
Rowe as our Training Manager. We
are looking forward to a full
programme of RYA courses for 2013,
ranging from adult beginners to kids
advanced. This year saw some
fantastic coaching days including the
Laser 1, double hander and Moth
training.

Youth Club

Gill Pearson and Dave have been busy
with the plans for the new youth clubs
at Draycote for 2013. There was a
meeting held at the end of this season
with parents, followed by a
questionnaire to find out what the kids 
want to get out of their sailing. 

We have received some great ideas
and have had a good response for
running and helping out with these

clubs.  At the time of going to print,
the details haven’t yet been finalised
but we will be letting you have the
details as soon as we can. Of course,
please feel free to discuss with Dave
or Gill at any time.

The new clubs will be starting
early next season so look out for
more info (by email, on the website
and in the clubhouse).

Competition time!!

We are looking for new names for our 
junior clubs, we need two names one
for our beginner and just for fun club
and one for our advanced race
training group.

Entries can be made by posting on
a card into the shop or by email to
training@draycotewater.co.uk.

There be a small prize for each of
the winners of the two categories.

mailto:draycotewater=googlemail.com@mail54.us1.mcsv.net
mailto:draycotewater=googlemail.com@mail54.us1.mcsv.net
mailto:draycotewater@googlemail.com
mailto:Jeremy@bjatkins.demon.co.uk
mailto:training@draycotewater.co.uk


Solo Fleet

CLOSE RACING THROUGHOUT THE FLEET
A lot of wind has blown past the sails
since the last Draycote Unshackled
was unfurled and it has been an active 
few months for the Solo fleet.

We were very sad to lose long
established fleet member Vic Jones to
cancer, but have since welcomed a
number of new members to the fleet,
including James Brace with his pink
decked Solo, which has caused quite a 
stir (or stirred quite a few stomachs!)
and Alan Jacobs who is in the process
of buying Vic’s boat.

Mike Davey’s Solo is also due to hit 
the water soon after a gestation period 
longer than an elephant – it will no
doubt also make quite a splash!

In June, the Solo fleet, led by Jon
Hughes, won a very windy Interfleet
Championships, partly by not
capsizing. While it shames me to
admit that the fleet did not need me in 
the team to win, it was a great result
for a team which was missing most of
those from the front end of the fleet.

In September, Nigel Davies won
the fleet championship by convincingly 
winning 3 races out of 3 the first
weekend against a highly competitive
fleet. The intended second weekend
was cancelled due to no wind, so Nigel 
retained his fleet champion title for
the second year in a row.

In October, we welcomed the cream 
of the national Solo fleet for the
annual End of Season’s
Championships. It was a bitterly cold
day, and blowing very hard, but we
still got 52 entries. Best placed
Draycote boat was Grand Master

(over 60), Tim Davison in 11th place.
Tim also won the Solo Championships
Grand Master title.

Back at normal club racing we
have had a competitive summer series
with honours shared between Nigel
Davies (Wednesday evening and
Sunday morning) and Jeremy Atkins
(Sunday afternoon races 1 & 2). 

Mike Clay had a fantastic season,
taking third place on Wednesday
evening, Sunday morning and Sunday
afternoon race 1 (he doesn’t do the
third race on Sunday!). Hamish
Brown took third place in race 3
which is his first podium position and
a fantastic achievement!

In all, 23 sailors competed in the
main summer series and there was
close racing throughout the fleet. The

plate series (for those not winning a
race) was closely contested and the
spoils (or plates) went to Lance Evans
and Pete McCrea.

The winter series has now started
with great turnouts – rarely below
double figures, and some very close
racing. At the time of writing, Jon
Clarke is leading in more ways than
one – overall on points and definitely
it terms of sales (or is it sails) – one
weekend, 3 people rigged with his
brand new Edge sails!

After 5 years, it is now time for me
to stand down as fleet captain and I
wish my successor, Jon Hughes, all
the best. I am sure he will have the
enthusiastic support of the fleet that it 
has been my pleasure to receive.

– Jeremy Atkins Fleet Captain
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Trouble ahead on a windy day at the End of Season Championships. 
Photo: Chris Gandy

Tight formation. Photo: Chris Gandy
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Fireball Fleet

HONOURS SHARED IN PURSUIT OF PRIZES
Back in the dim and
distant past, ie last April, 
we had our yearly fleet
AGM, and as a result I
once again find myself

graced with the title of ‘Fleet Captain’. 
This is a vital and inspiring role which
can keep the lucky candidate busy
during (say) a period of enforced
absence from sailing due to having a
broken wrist. Bob Morris and Paul
Roe were also elected, so be nice to
them too. 

Shortly after this, at the beginning
of the season misleadingly called
‘summer’, thirteen boats turned out
for our usual Firebowl event. This was
mostly windy and entirely excellent,
and Bob and Paul won the thing in
fine style and have had their handicap
suitably enhanced as a result.

Three Draycote boats attended the

50th Anniversary Nationals at
Penzance, and Badders and JR came
out as top of the pile with a highly
creditable 17th place overall. Next
year the nationals is at Looe, which
(unusually for Fireball events) is a very 
nice place to park your nearest and
dearest while you go sailing, and
coincidentally also boasts an
unprepossessing shed called “Dave’s
Diner” which serves the best chips in
the entire world.

Back at the club, September
brought us the Marriott Bucket event,
day 1 of which offered us some very
good sailing in a decent amount of
wind, with sunshine and everything.
All three races were won by different
boats, but consistency paid off for
Helen and Paul, who will get the
trophy - if we can find it.

We hosted the Fireball Inland Championships in October, and
although the weather wasn’t very kind
to us, it was surprisingly good fun. The 
turnout was a healthy 39 boats, and
Draycote guys and gals won a number
of prizes, which made a nice change.
The Inlands is due to return here next
year, on the 12th/13th of October
2013.

Our year-long Sunday race series
have concluded for 2012, with results
as follows:
Early Bird Trophy:
1st Gold fleet - Mo & Holly
2nd Gold fleet – Me & Paul
1st Silver fleet - Jane & Pat
2nd Silver fleet – Gordon & (various)
Winship Cup:
1st Gold fleet – Me & Paul
2nd Gold fleet – Mo & Holly
1st Silver fleet – Gordon & (various)
2nd Silver fleet – Paul & Nick

Looking ahead, the racing
continues through the winter months
for those of us who don’t mind a bit of
cold and haven’t injured ourselves, and 
we still have a couple of decent crews
available to those of you who have
misplaced or damaged your own. And
if any non-Fireball sailors should
happen to be reading this bit and are
wondering how they might dip a toe
into the waters, there is also the newly 
commissioned fleet Fireball on hand,
available to all-comers, complete with
help to rig it and sailing advice if
required. Yes, we really have thought
of everything.

Merry Christmas, and a very
Firebally New Year to one and all.
mike@astrodyne.co.uk
– Mike Deane FB 14778
mike@astrodyne.co.uk.

To remind Mike of what he can look forward to when his wrist is better.
Photo: Malcolm Lewin

The onsite shop is now called ‘Dinghy
and Windsurf Solutions’ and is being
run by Dave Rowe who took it over
during the late summer.

We are very happy to have taken
on the shop at Draycote and are very
much enjoying rebuilding the business.

We have started to expand the
stock we carry and are bringing
brands back into the shop. Gill, Gull,
O’Neill, technical clothing, chandlery,
ropes, as well as having a large range
of new, used genuine and replica kit
for Lasers.

Our Brokerage service is very
popular so whether you are looking to

buy your first dinghy or upgrade, we
can offer a boat to suit. Selling your
boat could not be easier - leave the
details with us and we will handle the
rest, fast and successful sales.

We also offer a full service and
repair program: Fibreglass, gel coat
and rigging.  

Where possible we carry out repairs 
on site, but should it require extra
attention we can arrange this,
transporting the boat to and from if
necessary. 

If we can help in any way, or you
have any requests please stop by the
shop and let us know.

Fun in boats. Photo: Malcolm Lewin

mailto:mike@astrodyne.co.uk
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Laser Fleet

MIDWEEK RACING STILL MOST POPULAR
The Laser fleet continues to be one of
the most active fleets at the club, and
one of the most social! Wednesday
evenings continue to have our biggest
turnout with over 50 different Lasers
throughout the season and regularly
over 15 each week in attendance. This
has seen some of the closest racing
throughout the fleet with results being
monitored and mini battles being
fought!

This is bringing the standard and
competition to higher level throughout
the fleet with some notable
performances from Marcellus Pryor,
Nick Wake and Steve Harvey.
Whatever the results, rules and
performances are hotly debated in the
bar afterwards which is why the
evenings prove so popular. 

This popularity culminated in over
30 boats turning out for the Laser
training day in mid-September which
the RYA provided for free as part of
the fleet activation scheme. Thank go
to Gill Pearson for getting us this
training, Gill works tirelessly behind
the scenes at the Club to ensure we get 
the grants and freebees going! 

The day was greatly enjoyed and
many were able to put these new skills
to the test at our first open meeting
for many years. 15 travellers joined

22 home boats to make a large fleet
and some excellent racing. Whilst no
Draycote boats were in the final top 3, 
David Harper was the first Draycote
Laser with a fine 7th place after an
excellent 3rd position in race one. This 
was backed up by Steve Irish rolling
back the years to finish 9th after an
excellent 4th in the last race, a race he 
was leading for long periods.

The open meeting was an excellent
way to finish what has been a great
year of Laser sailing. The one area I
hope we can encourage more of you to
participate in is Sunday racing. 

Whilst we have between 6 and 10
boats out we are not achieving the
levels of Wednesday nights or the Solo 
fleet. It would be great to see as many
of you as possible joining in with

weekend racing. 
This is not just a Laser issue,

most fleets (Solos apart) struggle
with numbers and for this reason the 
sail committee have set up a review
of the racing we undertake at
Draycote Water to see if we can
improve it to get more boats
participating. Marcellus Pryor is the 
Laser representative on this
workshop so please feed your
thoughts to him so he knows what
you want to be provided. The
workshop is high level and far
reaching so don’t be shy to suggest
what would work for you, so you
could race more. It would be great
to see many of you at our Laser
social on January 12 2013. 
– William Whittaker Fleet Captain

More than 35 boats turned out for the RYA training. Photo: Malcolm Lewin

Moth Fleet

MOTHS BREED LIKE FLIES AT DRAYCOTE
After many years with only a handful
of Moths at Draycote, they have
returned to the water en masse!

Over the past few months the Moth
fleet at Draycote has more than tripled 
in number; with 7 foiling Moths and
two lowriders. This has led to some
fantastic sailing and an excellent
spectacle for people on the shore. 

The international Moth is an 11ft
dinghy with hydrofoils on the rudder
and dagger board that allow the boat
to reach speeds in excess of 30 knots.
The Moth is a development class
allowing sailors of all sizes to choose
their kit to suit a weight range from
55kg to 85kg.

The Draycote fleet comprises a
huge variety of ability (and age!):
from newcomers looking for a bit more 
excitement in their sailing and sailors
with lowrider experience taking the
next step, to former European
champions and those competing at

worlds level. 
The fleet organised a training

weekend on the 17th and 18th of
November for the benefit of the
Draycote fleet and the UK Moth class
association. We had 16 Moths from
all over the country come to the club
for a very successful weekend. 

Two top class coaches gave up their 
time to coach sailors of all abilities,
and feedback for both the coaching
and Draycote’s facilities was very

positive. A video from the event can be 
found here.

Five Moths took to the water for
the Draycote Dash, which, despite the
forecast, was a fantastic weekend for
Moth sailing. The next big event that
members of the Draycote fleet will be
attending is the Hayling Island
Christmas Cracker on the 29th
December, which forms part of the UK 
Moth winter grand prix. The Moth
fleet are out on the water almost every 
weekend practising for the year to
come and we are hoping to hold some
more group training soon. 

Mothing does not have to be an
expensive sport and there are Moths
available for all budgets. So if you
would like to join us or are simply
interested in finding out more about
the boat then come and talk to one of
us or visit the Moth website or
facebook site.
– Tom Lambert

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=btdpl1sHfLY&feature=plcp
http://www.internationalmoth.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Draycote.moth.squadron/
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Miracle Fleet

NATIONAL RESULTS SHOW FLEET QUALITY
One of my goals as new
Fleet Captain is to
promote sailing and
increase the number of
Miracles who turn out
for the club sailing (and

even make that trip down to
Weymouth in August) especially with
our younger members. I am usually
around the club on Sundays and
during the summer on Wednesday
evenings so always happy to chat – let
me know how you would like things to
improve your sailing experience with
the fleet.

There have been lots of ups and
downs this year (mainly with the water 
in the lake!) but one thing that I am
really pleased to announce is the
excellent turnout at the Nationals,
held in Ullswater, and a number of
Draycote Miracles placed in or near
the top 10. 

Particular congratulations go to
Martyn and Jack Lewis who came
first; Alli, Harry and Phoebe Jones –
third and Richard and Fergus Pye who 
came 10th.  Good results also for John 

Tippett and Kathy Boulton and
Richard and Kathy Byne A great
result so well done all.

For me personally it was a first – I
have never been to a National event
before (and in fact have never sailed
my boat outside of Draycote) and I
learnt a huge amount. The friendliness 
and support that was shown to me by
everyone was very welcome and a word 
of advice on any subject was never
very far away. 

There was a real feeling of
camaraderie (except of course on the
start line – but that was another new
experience!).  Next year we are very
honoured to be holding our Nationals
in Weymouth following on the heels of
the 2012 Olympics and of course it
will also be The Miracle Associations
40th Anniversary (there will also be 2
days coaching available during the
week long event from 11th to 16th
August). For further details please go
to the Miracle Association website.

And finally of course the Midland
Area Championships are taking place
at Draycote on 7th and 8th September 

– so let’s make the turnout this year
the best yet. We are lucky enough to
have a whole range of experience and
knowledge within our fleet – all who
are prepared to share and help out. So 
if you haven’t been to the club for a
while why don’t you make 2013 your
year to get back on board!!
– Caroline Noel Fleet Captain

Laser 2000 Fleet

ALL-ROUND ATTRACTION APPRECIATED
The main event of the year for the fleet 
was the host ing of the In land Cham pi -
on ships in Sep tem ber. With no wind
on Sat ur day, it be came a one-day 
event. On Sunday the fleet headed out
for 4 back to back races and the event
witnessed amazing conditions of hot
sunshine with each race held in
different conditions of light, the wind 
increasing from 5 to 22 knots. 

Racing was extremely close with 5
boats swapping places at the front of
the fleet, any one of them being able to 
win the event overall with one race to
go. National Champions Jasper and
Laura Barnham of Snettisham Beach
SC took the last bullet and hence the

Noble Marine Trophy with second
place going to son Fergus Barnham
very ably crewed by Draycote’s own
Serena de Nahlik. 

Congratulations go to Serena for
her 8th place at the National
Championships at North Berwick,
again sailing with Fergus and getting
a couple of second places in the boat
kindly loaned to the Class Association
by Laser Performance. Rumour has it
that the pair are planning to buy a
boat for next season - a good
illustration that the class is suitable
for all ages and any sailor who enjoys
close racing in a one design fleet.

Dave Rowe recently organised a

successful training day with an RYA
coach for a combined fleet of Laser
2000s and RS200s and we hope that
the fleet will benefit from similar
days next year. In July next year
there is to be a training weekend at
the club with a class coach organised
by the Class Association. 

A great initiative by the club
during the year was the purchase of a 
club owned Laser 2000 giving an
opportunity to try before you buy. It
is a tremendous first boat for
developing one’s sailing skills both
cruising and racing as well as
providing excellent close racing on
the friendly national circuit. Talk to
Dave in the shop about hiring it. 

Finally, our National Champion,
Jasper Barnham, achieved 3rd place
in this year’s Endeavour Champion of 
Champion’s Trophy. Not a bad result, 
considering some are under the
mis-apprehension that the Laser
2000, as a modern ‘general purpose
dinghy’, is not a serious racing class!
– Tim & Elizabeth Fillmore L2000
21724 Tel: 01789 740824 or email:
eafillmore72ATgmailDOTcom.The start line of one of the Inlands races. Photo: Malcolm Lewin

http://www.miracledinghy.org
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Flying Fifteen Fleet

GOOD TURNOUT FOR CLUB AND OPEN RACES
The year ended with a clean sweep for 
Richard Hope & Mike Stenson in both 
Summer Series Races, we really must
look at the format! Congratulations to 
both.

We had good turnouts this year
with regularly 6 plus boats on the
start line and improved numbers on a
Wednesday night.

We now have a fleet boat;
previously owned by David Hope it is
a competitive boat as witnessed when
use by Ally Jones and Martin Huett
on several occasions. So if you fancy a 
go in an F15, and why wouldn’t you?,
book  with Dave Rowe in the shop.

Simon Patterson & Simon
Thompson made the sacrifice of having 
to endure the many bars and
restaurants around Lake Garda and
entered in the European
Championships. 

Weather conditions were somewhat 
variable and included massive
hailstones at one stage. They did us
proud finishing 10th overall, having
been up to 4th at one stage. Well
done. Full report at this link.

Based on their experience, they are 
proposing a new layout for the
pontoon area as per this photo!

Although sailing under the Hayling 
Island flag, Jeremy Davy, who is one
of ours really, did incredibly well and
finished 4th in the Worlds which were 
held at Hayling Island this year. For a 
full report see yachts and yachting.
Jeremy is passionate about sailing
Flying 15s and has now been elected
President of the British Flying Fifteen 
Association. With his enthusiasm and
knowledge I am sure the promotion
and development of our class is in safe 
hands.

Which brings me to the main news
of the season for F15s at Draycote;
the re-instatement of our open
meeting. Having missed a few years
due to low water, etc. the new format
open, as devised by Richard  and
Jeremy, proved a great success
despite the wind dropping and road
works making access difficult. 

We had 20 boats on the start line,
including the current European
Champion and several other ex-World 
champions. The one day W/L format
worked really well to the extent that
there is talk of a series next year.

Many thanks to Richard for
organising it and to Jeremy for
promoting it so effectively and to
Mike Stenson for getting sponsorship

from Mercure Hotels. Thanks also to
Tim and Elizabeth Fillmore for
running the races. And, of course to
everyone else who helped on the day.
Full report at this link.

The date for our Open next year is
pencilled in for Saturday 19 October. 

Anyway time to put on the Winter
Woollies, see you on the water.
– Rodger Webb Fleet Captain

Fly that kite!

Draycote to field team of youngsters for
Honda RYA youth RIB championships
If you're aged 8-16 and love getting
around fast in a RIB (Rigid
Inflatable Boat), or just want to
have fun and build your driving skills 
on the water, you've found the ideal
challenge - The Honda RYA Youth
RIB Championships.
The competition
There are two categories: 8-12 years
and 13-16 years. The competition
takes the form of a time trial around
a set of marks - the fastest time wins. 
Sounds simple enough, but
remember! skill and control, and not
just speed, are key to getting top
marks. 

Each competitor gets two runs,
one as a practice and one as a 'hot
lap'. Both runs are timed and the
fastest time put forward.
How can I get involved?
Here at Draycote starting in January 
we will be running a 8 week youth
club, where we will give our younger

members the opportunity to learn
the skills of Powerboating by
following  the RYA level 1 syllabus.
On the last session each person will
be up against the clock to complete
the Honda course, the fastest will
then be asked to represent Draycote
at the regional finals.

We are limited on numbers and
will run as many courses as possible
before the regional finals in May and 
then carry on throughout the year.
Please note that there will be a
qualified adult in the boat at all
times. Please book with Dave
training@draycotewater.co.uk. 

The Open meeting attracted high-calibre entrants. Photo: Malcolm Lewin

http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/165538
http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/165521/Flying-Fifteen-Europeans-day-4
http://www.yachtsandyachting.com/news/158569
http://draycotef15.org/news-2/
mailto:training@draycotewater.co.uk
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Youth and Junior Fleet

SUMMER OF FUN AND ACHIEVEMENT

Rebecca Lewis rounds the mark in the lead during the Ladies RS Tera Pro
World Championships at Lake Garda, Italy. Inset: Robert and Emma
Loveridge lift the 29er trophy.

Our Oppie sailors concluded their season of sailing at
Draycote Water by competing in the club's Junior and
Youth Championships – their first experience of taking
part in a regatta. With a breezy day they did well to
finish a number of races with help from a support boat. 

Commodore Phil Hunt was on hand to congratulate
(left to right) Harvey Badman, Ethan Plank, Millie Irish
and Katie Byne.

A big well done also goes to Harvey and Ethan for
going on to compete in the regatta fleets at the RYA
Volvo North Zone Championship and Optimist End of
Season Championship at Rutland Water.

Role of Honour 2012

®Robert and Emma Loveridge became
the 29er Inland Champions in  November
and won the 2012 29er Grand Prix Series
®Rebecca Lewis - 2012 Ladies RS Tera
Pro World Champion and 2012 RS Tera
Inland Champion.  Also won a place in the 
RS Feva Class National Squad with crew,
Immi Slinn.
®Draycote RS Tera team - Daniel Lewis,
Jack Lewis, Harry Jones, Elliott Marshall 
and Harrison Pye - won the team prize at
the RS Tera Inland Championships in
2012 
® Jack Lewis came 7th in the RS Tera
Sport World Championship and became
RS Tera Sport 2012 Inland Champion. In 
the RS Feva 2012 World Championships
he came first in Silver Fleet as a crew. 
®Daniel Lewis came 8th in the RS Tera
Sport World Championship and is now in
the RS Feva Intermediate Squad with
Elliott Marshall.
®Ellie Walton and Harriet Winbush are
training with the RS Feva Intermediate
Squad.

Youth and Junior Championships
A grey and gusty day dawned for Draycote’s annual Youth
and Junior competition – not exactly the weather we had
ordered! We had a full range of more than 30 boats
entering the competition from an International Lowrider
Moth to an Oppie so quite challenging for the race team,
kindly headed up by Andrew Weeden. There were two
handicap races in the morning following by a 50 minute
Pursuit race after lunch. Ages ranged from 8 to 18 and to
accommodate this, the competition is divided into 3 – and
the winners were:

The Gladys Church Memorial Shield for the Under 12s
(9 entries) was won by Jack Lewis in an RS Tera. The
Junior Monteyne Shield for the Under 14s (14 entries) was 
won by Benedict Aveyard in a Laser Radial. The Youth
Monteyne Shield for the Under 18s (9 entries) was won by
Jamie Pearson in an International Moth Lowrider.
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Draycote boats at the RS Feva Nationals 
Torbay: June 1-4 2012

Practice Day
The day dawned promising with a 7-10knt breeze and big
swell into the bay. 

By the time the practice race had started the breeze had 
died to almost nothing making the beat against the swell a
nightmare and many of the fleet retired. 

With ferry traffic in and out of the harbour and 2metre
waves returning to the slipway presented the fleet with
quite a challenge.

Day1 Qualifying series
An overcast day with 15knot breeze gusting 25knts in part 
meant that the qualifying series was going to be
challenging.  Many of the fleet retired during the day with
either breakages or just finding the breeze too tough. 
Harriet was a casualty with her crew Sophie finding it too
much. 

Ellie and Abi in only their second outing on the sea had
a DNF in the first race with multiple capsizes but bravely
stayed out and finished the other 2 races and were
rewarded with a solid mid silver fleet qualification.  Immi
and Ruby revelled in the breeze but unfortunately just
missed out on Gold fleet qualification.

Day 2 
Steadier 12-15 knot breeze and a change in wind direction 
flattened off the sea for a great days sailing in Torbay.
Playing the shifts was the key to good results and once
again some solid placings were seen from all the Draycote
boats.

Final Day
Windguru was spot on with the predicted heavy rain and
20 -25knt breeze once again creating a big swell outside

the harbour.  
The Committee decided to keep the silver fleet ashore

to complete the gold fleet races but as mid day
approached they released the silver fleet just as the wind
and rain increased.  

Many of the silver fleet sailors stayed ashore and
packed up for an early escape but all the Draycote boats
left the harbour sailing out to the course as the visibility
began to drop. 

The race committee managed to start just one race
before the weather closed in, Harriet sailing with her
brother Joe had a good race, Immi and Ruby once gain
showed that they prefer the breeze and were rewarded
with a well deserved overall 3rd place in silver fleet.  

Ellie and Abi also survived the conditions to secure a
great mid silver fleet position in the final standings.
– Gary Walton
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INTERFLEET CHAMPIONSHIPS 2012
The sixth running of Draycote’s
Interfleet Championships proved to be
the windiest yet, with some
spectacular capsizes and tough
competition.

The event was between 6 of the
main fleets at Draycote and consisted
of 18 short races (each with 6 boats –
one for each fleet) in the Club’s
singlehanded Pico dinghies, Warwick
University’s two-man Fireflies and
Onboard’s windsurfers.

At 10am things looked doubtful for
sailing as the wind was averaging
25mph, with some spectacular gusts
flying across the water. While a
decision on the sailing was awaited,
the competitors were given an Olympic 
sailing quiz, consisting of 15 multiple
choice questions, ranging from the
previous Olympics in Beijing to the
last one in London in 1948.

This proved to be a family affair,
with Alex Filmore (daughter) claiming 
first place with 14 out of 15 correct,
father Tim second and mother
Elizabeth third. By this time the wind
had abated sufficiently and the 6 Picos 
were launched.

The first race rather reflected the
fortunes of the day, with the Solo fleet
captain, Jon Hughes, winning,
followed by the Laser’s Serena de
Nahlik and then the Fireball fleet. The 
Lasers won the next race, with Solos
second and Fireballs again third.

However, capsizes (and the ensuing
compulsory retirement from that race) 
were affecting the other fleets as the
Menagerie fleet capsized in the first
two races, and the Miracle fleet in the
second.

In the fourth race, the Menagerie
fleet bounced back from their two
previous capsizes and won the race
from the Solos and then the ever
consistent Fireballs. This time it was

the turn of the Lasers to capsize.
After 3 races, there was a break for 

lunch, with the Solo fleet leading, and
the Fireballs and Lasers equal second.

After lunch, the Fireflies and
Windsurfers were launched as well and 
the competition got more frenetic. 

At various stages during the
afternoon, the Fireball and Laser

fleets levelled their scores with the
leading Solo fleet, but they were never

able to move ahead. 
As the racing was drawing to a

close, with two races to go, the Solos
had a slender 3 point lead over the
Lasers and a 4 point lead over the
Fireballs. However, the challengers
had an appalling last Pico race,
coming last and second last, and
putting paid to their chances of
overtaking the Solos.

The Lasers still had a 2 point lead
over the Fireballs, but the final race of 
the day allowed Fireball captain, Mike 
Deane, to show that he has not lost his 
skill as a windsurfer despite many
years away from it. 

He won the race and bought the
Fireballs up to equal second with the
Lasers, behind the victorious Solo
fleet, who recaptured the Onboard
Trophy for the second time in 3 years.

Solo team: Jon Hughes (captain),
Andrew Smith, Pete McCrea, Mike
Furner, David & Sam Leadley.
– Jeremy Atkins

Not capsizing was the main skill required. Photos this page: Malcolm Lewin

The tension mounts.

Watch that jib!
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